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XVIT.—The Ornithology of Ceylon.—A Supplement to Dr. Jer- 
don’s ‘ Birds of India? By Epwarp Burytu, late Curator 
of the Museum of the Asiatic Society at Calcutta, Hon. 
Mem. As. Soc. 


My object in drawing up this paper, containing an enumera- 
tion of the Cinghalese species, which do not find admission to 
Dr. Jerdon’s ‘ Birds of India,’ is to supply what I conceive to 
be a desideratum to students of ornithology alike in Southern 
India and in Ceylon,—to the former lest they should be led to 
describe any of them that they might meet with as new species, 
and to the latter in order to complete their information re- 
specting the birds inhabiting the island, so far as at present 
known, in addition to the species which they will find described 
by Dr. Jerdon. My friend Mr. Layard has not left much for 
his successors to glean in the low country; but I believe that 
many species have yet to be discovered in the mountain-region, 
as also in the southernmost hill-districts of India, and that many 
more species will be found to be common to the two ranges of 
territory than we are at present aware of. In the class of Mam- 
malia, I found a Ceylon example of Felis rubiginosa in the Bel- 
fast Museum, and one of Sciurus layardi, from South Malabar, 
in the Worcester Museum ; and I have seen three specimens of 
Sciurus macrurus, the common large Squirrel of the lower 
elevations of Ceylon, from the Nilgiris and other mountains of 
Southern India. My late friend Dr. Kelaart was no sports- 
man or gunner, and ornithology was a very subordinate branch 
of his researches into the natural history of the island; but his 
residence at Newera Elia led to the discovery of several conspicu- 
ous species ; and it cannot be supposed but that many more re- 
main to reward the investigations of an energetic ornithologist in 
that vicinity alone. I supply brief descriptions wherever necessary, 
as those already published are inaccessible to the generality of 
ornithological students. 


1. PALÆORNIS CALTHRAP#, Blyth; J. A. S. B. xviii. p. 800, 
1849; Layard, Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1854, xiii. p. 263; Hartlaub, 
Journ. f. Orn. 1854, p. 158; P. gironieri, Verreaux, Rev. Zool. 
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1853, p. 195; Psittacus viridicollis, Cassin, Proc. Acad. Philad. 
1853, p. 373, Journ. Acad. Phil. iii. p.156. 
The common hill Parrakeet of the island. 


2. LoricuLus EDWARDSI, nobis. 

Edw. B. pl.6; L. asiaticus, Layard, Ann. & Mag. N. H. 
1854, xiii. p. 261; Kelaart, Prodr. Faun. Zeyl. 1852, p. 127 
(nec Latham, 1790); L. indicus, G. R. Gray, List B. M. Psit- 
tacide (1859), p. 55; Schl., Mus. P.-B. Psittaci (1864), p. 132 
(nec Gmel. 1788). 

This race is wholly peculiar to Ceylon, and therefore is 
neither the Psittacus indicus of Gmelin, nor P. asiaticus of La- 
tham; nor do any of the other synonyms cited by Mr. Gray 
(ut suprà) properly apply to it. Perhaps, therefore, the best 
name for it would be Loriculus edwardsi, as above given in re- 
ference to the figure of it by Edwards. It differs from L. 
vernalis in having the crown deep red, passing to a saffron hue 
on the nape, and in some specimens over much of the back ; 
while the fore part of the neck is tinged more or less deeply 
with verditer. This is little more than a race of L. vernalis, 
which is confined to Ceylon; whereas L. vernalis is so very 
widely diffused over India and Indo-China (and, if I mistake 
not, the Andamans), being replaced in the Malayan penin- 
sula by L. galgulus. In Java, the L. pusillus, G. R. Gray (P. 
vernalis, of Kuhl and Swainson, not of Sparrman), is nearly 
allied to L. vernalis, but is smaller, and is tinged with yellow 
instead of verditer in front of the neck. It appears to be con- 
fined to Java, where it replaces L. galgulus of the Malayan pe- 
ninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo. “Kandy, Putlam, Caltura, 
Galle, Hambantotte, and Gillymalle are the various localities,” 
remarks Mr. Layard, “ where I have most plentifully procured 
this pretty little parrakeet.” 


3. ATHENE casTANEONOTUS, Blyth, Cat. Mus. Cale. p. 39, 
J. A. S. B. 1851, xix. p. 511 ; A. castanopterus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. 
xv. p. 280. 

Accepted by Prof. Schlegel as distinct from A. castanoptera 
of Java. Entire mantle and wings deep chestnut-rufous, more 
or less obscurely barred with subdued dusky ; primaries light 
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dusky, faintly barred with rufous on the inner web, and 
with a series of spots of bright rufous on the outer web ; tail 
dusky, with eight or nine narrow white or whitish bars, the 
last of them terminal; head and neck closely barred with bright 
rufescent on a dusky ground, and contrasting strongly with 
the rufous of the back; breast nearly similar, but the colours 
deeper; the abdomen white, with longitudinal dusky streaks ; 
and the vent and lower tail-coverts pure white; bill pale yel- 
low ; irides red brown. Length of wing about 5 inches. “ Its 
hoot is not unlike the cry of the cuckoo, though more shrill 
and abrupt; indeed when I first heard it one morning, I 
thought it was the note of our annual visitor the European 
cuckoo. It hoots as late as 9 or 10 o’clock in the morning in 
shady situations; is silent during the heat and glare of the day, 
but begins again at 4or 5 p.m. It is most on the alert during 
moonlight nights, feeding on coleoptera and geckoids, securing 
the latter while creeping up the bark of trees, seizmg them in 
its claws. * * * it sees very clearly by day, being even then 
most difficult to approach ” (Layard, Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1853, 
xii. pp. 105, 106). 


4. Tocgus GINGALENSIS (Lath.); Buceros gingalensis, Layard, 
partim, Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1854, xiii. p. 260. 

Occurs in the southern province, about the base of the hills. 

Obs.—Mr. Layard also indicates a second species of Hydro- 
cissa, besides H. coronata, as existing in the mountains of the 
island (tom. cit. p. 261). 


5. MEGALÆMA ZEYLANICA (Gmel.); M. caniceps, Cassin, Ornith. 
Rep. U. S. Exped. Japan, &c. p. 242; Brown, Lllustr. pl. 15. 

This is hardly more than a small dark-coloured race of the 
Indian M. caniceps, being rather smaller, with the head, neck, 
and breast much browner, the pale central streaks being much 
reduced, and the light specks at the extremity of the wing- 
coverts being also reduced, and perhaps fewer in number. 
Length of wing 4°25 in., tail 2°75 in., bill at front 1°25 in. 
Common and universally distributed. Mr. Layard gives an in- 
teresting account of a captive individual, which evinced a re- 


markable predatory propensity (Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1854, xii. 


Mr. Blyth on the Ornithology of Ceylon. 297 


p. 446). Barbets are birds which might easily enough be 
brought alive to Europe, fed upon preserved fruits during the 
voyage, or they might be induced to feed on sugared boiled rice 
or potatoes *, 


6. Cyanops FLAVIFRONS (Cuvier); Levaill. pl. 55; Bucco 
aurifrons, Temminck. 

This bird is exactly intermediate in its coloration between 
the Megalema and Cyanops subgroups. It is confined to the 
hilly zone, where it predominates over the other island species. 


7. XANTHOLÆMA RUBRICAPILLA (Gmel.); Brown, Illustr. 
ph 14. 

“Very common about Colombo; I have also seen it from 
Batticaloa, and procured it at Jaffna. It frequents the banian 
trees in great numbers, and feeds upon the ripe fruits, swal- 
lowing them entire” (Layard, Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1854, xiii. 
p. 448). 


8. CHRYSOUOLAPTES STRICKLANDI (Layard), Ann. & Mag. 
N. H. 1854, xiii. p. 449; Indopicus carlotta, Malherbe, Monogr. 
Picid. t. 67 ; Brachypternus ceylonus, Kelaart, Prodr. Faun. Zeyl. 
p. 128; Jerdon, Ill. Ind. Orn. pl. 47. 

Like C. delesserti, but wholly crimson above, with a whitish 
bill. Length about 11 inches, wing 5} in., bill 1:75 in. Be- 
longs chiefly to the mountain-country. 


9. BRACHYPTERNUS CEYLONUS (Forster) ; Picus erythronotus, 
- Vieillot; P. neglectus, Wagler; P. sonnerati, Lesson. 

This bears just the same relationship to B. aurantius (also 
inhabiting Ceylon) that Chrysocolaptes stricklandi does to C. 
delesserti, being wholly crimson above, but with a black rump 
(as in other Brachypterni). It is very common in the low 
country. 


MICROPTERNUS GULARIS (Jerdon) ?; M. phaioceps, Layard, 
Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1854, xii. p. 450. 


* There is now a healthy example of Cyanops asiaticus in the Zoolo- 
gical Gardens, probably a female bird, as it has never uttered the frequent 
loud note of its species. It was in nestling plumage when it arrived, and 
has attained its mature dress in captivity. 
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I wrote to Mr. Layard (as he quotes), “ Your Woodpecker 
might make a fourth race of Micropternus, on the principle 
that M. gularis is separable from M. phaioceps.” The dif- 
ference from the South Indian M. gularis, however, is very 
slight; and this is a Woodpecker that falls elsewhere into 
several local races, M. badiosus (Temm.) of Borneo, being some- 
what better distinguished than the rest. ‘ Decidedly a rare 
species in the island, and almost confined to the south” (Layard, 
Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1854, xin. p. 450). 


10. PH@NICcOPH EUS PYRRHOCEPHALUS (Gmel.); Cuculus pyr- 
rhocephalus, Penn., Ind. Zool. pl. 5; Levaill., Ois. d’Afr. pl. 224; 
P. leucogaster, Duméril. 

“ Inhabits the densest jungles, never descending to the 
ground, but living amid the highest branches. It is unknown 
in the northern districts ; in fact, its range seems limited to the 
mountain zone; and even there it is very local. * * * In life 
the feathers round the eye resemble the finest crimson velvet ” 
(Layard, tom. cit. p. 453). 


11. CENTROPUS cHLoRoRHYNCHUS, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xviii. 
p. 805. 

Distinguished from C. rufipennis by its much larger bill of 
a uniform greenish-yellow colour, by the darker shade, border- 
ing on maroon, of its back and wings, and by the peculiar hue 
of the dark head, neck, and under parts, which have a some- 
what ruddy tinge, and are glossed with amethystine-purple, a 
redder shine of which is seen likewise to gloss the upper parts ; 
tail purple-black. Length about 18 in., of which the tail mea- 
sures half, its outermost feathers 9°5 in. less; wing 6°5 in. ; 
bill to gape 1°75 in., and its vertical depth fully °5 in.; tarsi 
2 in., and long hind claw about 1 inch. Irides red. A rather 
local species in the upland territory. 


CORVUS SPLENDENS, var. 

This Crow is melanoid in Ceylon, but not quite so melanous 
as the Indo-Chinese race (in Pegu, Tenasserim provinces, and 
Siam). (Cf. Layard, Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1854, xiii. p. 214.) 


12. Cissa ornata (Wagler); “ C. pyrrhocyanea, Licht.,” 
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Gould, B. As. pt. i. pl. ; C. puella, Blyth & Layard, Ann. & Mag. 
N. H. 1854, xii. p. 213. 

“ Nothing can exceed the beauty of this bird when in full 
plumage, and with the cere of the eye and legs still fresh; the 
contrast between the blue of the former and the crimson of the 
latter being very striking. It has a loud harsh note, not unlike 
that of the European jay” (Layard, ut suprà). Mr. Paul (as 
quoted by Mr. Gould) remarks—“ This bird frequents the hilly 
districts clothed with dense forests of large jungle, at an elevation 
of 1500 feet above the sea-level, is seldom seen in the plains, 
and gives utterance to a loud noise when flying.” “Very 
common at Newera Ellia. They frequent the fields there, 
generally in small flocks, in search of worms” (Kelaart, op. 
cit, p. 104). 


13. Evrases pritocenys (Blyth), J. A. S. B. xv. p. 285. 

This species has no bare skin on the cheek ; but the occipital 
lappets are well developed, and the basal half of the lower man- 
dible is black. Length of wing 6 inches. Colouring as in the 
two Indian species, the smaller of which (that of the peninsula 
of India) is also an inhabitant of Ceylon. The present one is 
the “ Hill-Maina” of Anglo-Indians in the island, and chiefly 
inhabits the mountain-forests. Mr. Layard gives an account 
of its habits (Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1854, xii. p. 216). 


ÅCRIDOTHERES TRISTIS (Linn.), var. 
Ceylon specimens are always darker in colouring than those 
of India generally. 


14. TEMENUCHUS ALBOFRONTATUS (Layard), Ann. & Mag. 
N. H. 1854, xui. p. 217. 

A very distinct species. ‘‘ General colour of back, tail and 
wings black, with a green gloss. Forehead albescent; hinder 
feathers of crest brownish black, with albescent shafts. General 
colour of breast, throat, vent, and under tail-coverts albescent, 
the shafts of the feathers on the throat shining white. Speci- 
mens are in the British Museum” (Layard, ut supra). 


15. Munta KELAARTI, Blyth, MS. 
Described as the supposed adult of M. pectoralis (ibid. xx. 
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p. 178). Brown above, with pale stems to the feathers, nearly 
obsolete on the back, and passing to blackish on the forehead, 
wings, rump, and tail; throat and fore-neck, with the cheeks, 
deep brown-black ; the small upper tail-coverts variegated with 
white, and the greater are largely tipped with fulvous ; under parts 
variegated ; the breast brown, and belly and lower tail-coverts 
black, the last having white medial streaks, and the rest of the 
under parts white subterminal bands, and the flank-feathers a 
second, and some of them a third, white cross band in addition. 
Bill livid bluish; and feet dark plumbeous. Wing 2°12 in. 
“ Confined to the hilly zone. Dr. Kelaart found it at Nuwera 
Elia, and I procured it at Gillymalle” (Layard, Ann. & Mag. 
N. H. 1854, xii. p. 258). 


16. GARRULAX CINEREIFRONS, Kelaart, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx. 
p. 176. 

Akin to G. delesserti of the Nilgiris, but differmg much in 
its colouring. General hue a rich brownabove, much paler below ; 
forehead and cheeks pale ashy ; chin and borders of the outer 
primaries albescent ; bill blackish ; legs dusky-corneous. Length 
8:5 in.; wing 4°5 in.; tail 4 in., its outermost feather 1:12 im. 
shorter ; bill to gape 1°25 in.; tarsi 1:25 in. A hill species. “I 
obtained several specimens along the banks of the Calloo Ganga, 
about forty miles inland from Caltura, and one at Pallabaddoola, 
close to the source of the river in the Peak range” (Layard, 
Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1858, xii. p. 270). 


17. Mauacocercus striatus, Swainson, Zool. Il. 2nd ser. 
pl. 127; M. griseus, Cassin, Orn. Report U. S. Exped. Japan 
&c. p. 240 (nec Gmelin) ! 

This very closely resembles M. ¢erricolor, but has the ter- 
tiaries and tail much more distinctly marked with cross striz 
seen at all angles of reflection, and the under parts are more 
deeply tinged with rufous. One of the commonest birds of 
Ceylon, with the same habits and probably the same harsh note 
as M. terricolor,—the note of M. griseus (the common species 
at Madras) being notably different, and much less harsh. 


18. Layarpia RUFESCENS (Blyth), J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 453. 
Colour deep brown above, with no admixture of grey except 
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on the crown and bordering the primaries; flanks, abdomen, 
and lower tail-coverts much the same, but the throat and 
breast vinaceous-brown. Bill, orbital skin, and feet bright 
orange-yellow. Irides white. Length about 10 inches; wing 
4inches; tail 5 in., its outermost feathers 1-75 in. less; bill to 
gape l inch; tarsi 1°37 in. ‘Confined to the southern and 
midland districts, in thick jungle only. In habits it resembles 
the preceding species ” (Layard, tom. cit. p. 271). 


19. PoMATORHINUS MELANURUS, Blyth, J. A.S.B. xvi. p. 451. 

Resembles P. horsfieldi of Southern India, but seems always 
to have a shorter bill, and the colours are more brought out ; 
the hue of the upper parts is more rufescent, the tail much 
blacker; and the cap is suffused with blackish mingled with 
rufescent, but contrasting with the rufescent hue of the rest of 
the upper parts. The black of the tail affords the readiest 
distinction. ‘‘A few miles from Colombo, on the road to 
Kandy, in the low, scrubby and almost impenetrable brush- 
wood, growing on the chenas which had fallen out of cultiva- 
tion, I found these birds in abundance, in small parties of six 
or eight, their singular churring cry resounding in all direc- 
tions. I also found it in the Balcadua Pass, and Dr. Kelaart 
at Nuwera Elia” (Layard, tom. cit. p. 271). 


20. PELLORNEUM FUSCOCAPILLUM (Blyth), J. A. S. B. xviii. 
p. 815. 

Upper parts uniform greyish olive-brown, the primaries with 
paler margins, and the extreme tips of the tail-feathers rufescent ; 
supercilia, lores, ear-coverts, sides of neck, throat, and entire 
under parts pale ferruginous-brown, a little deeper on the 
breast; coronal feathers dark brown, margined with dusky- 
black, and pale-shafted. Bill pale, the upper mandible dusky, 
and feet paler. Length about 6°25 in., wing 2°8 in., tail 
2°5 in., bill to gape ‘8 inch, and tarsi 1 inch. “ But two speci- 
mens fell under my notice. One I killed with a blowpipe, in 
my garden in Colombo, the other I shot in the Central 
road. The birds crept about bushes and shrubs hke Dumetia 
albogularis” (Layard, tom. cit. p. 269). 
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21. ÅLCIPPE NIGRIFRONS, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xviii. p. 815. 

Closely akin to A. atriceps of Southern India, from which it 
differs in not having the whole crown black, but only the fore- 
head, continued as a line backward over each eye and the ear- 
coverts. The tail also is darkly and distinctly rayed with 
dusky-black. General hue fulvous-brown above, and on the 
flanks and lower tail-coverts; rest of the under parts pure 
white, the axillaries tinged with rufescent. Inides pale straw- 
coloured. Length of wing 2°25 in. The young are similar in 
plumage to the adult. Widely distributed in Ceylon. “It 
frequents low impenetrable thickets, and its curious note often 
betrays its propinquity, when itself is closely hid ” (Layard, tom. 
cit. p. 269). The nest is “ built in a low thorn bush, and com- 
posed of grasses woven together in a dome, with the entrance 
near the top; eggs white, slightly freckled with pink spots” 
(Idem, Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1853, xi. p. 397). 


22. Dryma@ca VALIDA, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx. p. 180; D. ro- 
busta, Bl., ibid. xviii. p. 812. 

Differs from D. sylvatica of the Nilgiris in its darker shade 
of colour above, and larger and stronger bill and legs, which 
last appear to have been of a deep reddish-brown colour; the 
flanks and sides of the breast are rather dusky. Irides light 
red-brown. “ It frequents tufts of grass and low bushes in dry 
situations. It is rather a rare bird, and feeds on small insects 
of all kinds, which it seeks amid the bushes. It generally 
hunts in small parties, and traverses the branches up and down 
in a similar manner to Orthotomus longicauda” (Layard, Ann. 
& Mag. N. H. 1853, xii. p. 263). 


23. CISTICOLA HOMALURA, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx. p. 176. 

Differs from C. schænicola in having a stouter bill, the whole 
upper parts much darker, and the tail almost even, except that 
its outermost feathers are ‘25 in. shorter than the next. The 
prevailing hue of the upper parts is dusky-black, with much 
narrower rufescent lateral margins than in C. schenicola, the 
rump, however, being unmixed rufescent as in that species, 
and the neck much tinged with the same. One specimen 
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has some dark markings on the breast; and another in first 
plumage greatly resembles the adults. It is found “ abun- 
dantly in the fields of gingelle (Sesamum orientale) at Pt. 
Pedro” (Layard, tom. cit. p. 262). Dr. Kelaart states (op. cit. 
p. 100) that it is “found in great abundance at Horton plains 
and Newera-Elia, where they build their nests among the long 
patna grasses and reeds.” I suspect that this requires some 
further confirmation as a species distinct from C. schenicola, 
or, if really different, that the two have been much confounded 
one with the other. 


ACROCEPHALUS DUMETORUM, Blyth (var.). 
Cinghalese specimens have a faint greenish shade, but do not 
otherwise differ from Indian examples. 


24. BRACHYPTERYX (?) PALLISERI, Kelaart ; Blyth, J. A. S. B. 
sae p. 178. 

A presumed female is of a rich dark olive or somewhat 
tawny-brown above, paler below, and whitish along the middle 
of the abdomen; flanks and lower tail-coverts dark; and a 
strong rufous tinge on the chin and throat. Bill dusky above, 
whitish beneath. Feet brown. Length about 6'5 in, wing 
2:5 in., tail 2°75 in., bill to gape ‘8 in., and tarsi 1 inch. The 
5th, 6th, and 7th primaries equal and longest, the first 1 inch 
shorter; and the outermost tail-feathers 1°37 in. shorter than 
the middle ones. Procured by Dr. Kelaart in the mountain- 
district of the island. 


25. OREOCINCLA SPILOPTERA, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi. 142. 

Colour uniform rich olive-brown above, inclining to tawny ; 
below white, with black spots nearly resembling those of the 
Missel-Thrush; middle of throat, lower abdomen, vent, and 
lower tail-coverts spotless; wing-coverts black, margined more 
or less with the hue of the back, and each conspicuously 
tipped with a pale whitish spot. Bill blackish and very robust ; 
the tarsi brown and slender. Length about 8:5 in., wing 4 
inches, tail 3°25 in., bill to gape above 1 inch, and tarsi 1°25 in. 
“Only found in the hilly zone, affecting high trees” (Layard, 
tom. cit. p. 270). 
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26. MeruLA xkinnist, Kelaart, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx. 
pelts: 

Male jet-black, with orange-coloured legs, bill, and orbital 
skin. Female above ashy-black, below rather paler; bill and 
feet bright yellow. Length about 9 in., wing 4°5 in., tail 4in., 
bill to gape 1:82 in., and tarsi 1°82 in. First short primary 
1:25 in. shorter, and second ‘5 in. shorter than the fourth. The 
last character distinguishes this species readily from M. simillima 
of Southern India. The wings are even more rounded than in 
M. vulgaris; and the species would seem to approximate to 
Turdus xanthosceles, Jardine (Contr. Orn. 1848, pl. 1), from 
Tobago. It is the Blackbird of Newera Elia, with notes and 
habits said to resemble those of M. vulgaris*. 


Coprsycuus sauLanis (Linn.); C. ceylonensis, Sclater, P. Z. S. 
1861, p. 186. 

Females are much darker or more nigrescent on the back than 
Indian or Burman specimens ; but there is no further difference. 


27. RUBIGULA MELANICTERA (Gm.), Walden, Ibis, 1866, 
p. 323 ; Ægithina atricapilla, Vieill. ; Lévaill., Ois. d’ Afr. pl.140 ; 
Sylvia nigricapilla, Drapiez ; Rubigula aberrans, Blyth; Mero- 
pixus atricapillus, Bonap. 

Common in the southern and central provinces. 


Laxıus LUCIONENSIS, Scopoli (?); L. superciliosus, Layard, 
Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1854, xin. p. 1307. 

This is one of the races into which L. cristatus, L., seems to 
be divided, being distinguished by its prevalent dull ashy- 
brown hue, and its somewhat stronger and deeper bill. It 
inhabits or visits China and the Philippines; and specimens 
have been received from the Andaman Islands. Mr. Layard 
(ut suprà) describes the Ceylon bird as “ being simply paler 
and wanting the rufous crown of the Indian bird. It is 
exceedingly abundant in all open lands dotted with small 


* There is a black Merula in the Samoan Islands, Turdus vanikorensis, 
Quoy and Gaimard, Voy. Astrolabe, Aves, pl. vii. f. 2 (Cassin, Orn. 
U.S. Expl. Exped. p. 158). 

+ Sed vide antèa, p. 213. 
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bushes. I saw them in greater numbers about Hambantotte 
than in any other part of Ceylon; they frequented low 
bushes.” 


28. TepHRopornis aFFinis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 473. 

Merely differs from 7. ponticerianus in being greyer and in 
wanting the conspicuous whitish supercilia. Irides greenish- 
yellow. ‘ Not uncommon about Jaffna, Colombo, and Kandy ; 
affecting wooded grass-lands. It is migratory, and appears in 
October ” (Layard, tom. cit. p. 131). A migration probably 
confined within the limits of the island, from the mountains to 
the plains. 


29. Epotius PaRapisevs, var., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxviii. 
p. 273. 

The closed wing of a Ceylon specimen measures only 5°75 in. ; 
the frontal crest is little larger than in some Pinang specimens, 
the feathers straightening to 62 in.; and the bill measures only 
‘75 in. from nostril to tip, instead of °87 in., in the Pinang 
specimens, and commonly one inch in the comparatively long- 
crested Bhimrdj of Bengal and Burma. 


30. Dicrurus Epo.iForMis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv. p. 297. 

This much resembles the ordinary subcrested Edolius of the 
Malayan Peninsula, except that its tail is formed as in D. ma- 
crocercus, the caudal feathers being, however, somewhat broader. 
The form of the bill and the plumage are Edolius-like. Length of 
wing 5°37 in., of middle tail-feathers 5 inches, the outermost 1°5 
to 1:75 in. longer, bill to gape 1°37 in, and tarsi 1 inch. “ Not 
uncommon in the Ambegamoa range of hills, at about 2000 ft. 
elevation ; habits as in the other Dicruri, but they seem to keep 
entirely to the jungle” (Layard). Seemingly allied to D. cris- 
tatus, Vieillot (Gal. des Ois. pl. 141), from Madagascar. 


31. Dicrurus minor, Blyth, Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1854, xiii. 
p. 129; D. macrocercus, var., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xviii. p. 815. 

Like D. macrocercus, but constantly smaller, adults having 
the wing but 5 to 5°25 in. (instead of 6 inches), and the rest 
in proportion. ‘Common about the jungle in the neighbour- 
hood of Colombo” (Layard). 
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32. Dicrurus Leucopyera.is, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv. p. 298. 

Like D. cerulescens, but smaller; the tip of the upper man- 
dible (it would seem constantly) more produced, and the white 
confined to the lower tail-coverts, the abdominal region being 
merely somewhat paler than the breast. Length of wing 5:37 
inches. ‘ Common about Colombo” (Layard). 


33. HIRUNDO HYPERYTHRA, Layard; Blyth, J. A. S. B. xviii. 
p. 814. 

Resembles H. erythropygia, but has the entire under parts 
(together with the ear-coverts) of the same deep ferruginous 
hue as the rump, which is deeper than that of H. erythropygia ; 
the mesial streaks of the feathers of the lower parts are also less 
developed. It is permanently resident in the mountainous 
parts of the island. (Cf. Layard, Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1853, xii. 
p. 170.) 

34. PrrionocHnILUs (?) prera (Lesson), Cent. Zool. pl. 26. 

Upper parts brownish-ashy ; the wings and tail brown, with 
a russet tinge; throat and front of the neck rust-coloured; the 
rest of the lower parts brown, rayed (the feathers tipped in the 
figure) with whitish; vent and lower tail-coverts russet; axil- 
lary tufts brilliant violet ; bill and tarsi black, the lower man- 
dible whitish beneath. Length about 4 inches, the closed wing 
2°25 in. Procured by Dr. Reynard in Trincomali. I have not 
seen this bird, nor was it known to Mr. Layard. 


35. PALUMBUS ToRRINGTONI, Kelaart, Prodr. Faun. Zeyl. 
p- 107; P. elphinstoni, var., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx. p. 178. 

This differs from P. elphinstoni of South India in having the 
back and wings plain dark slaty, without a trace of ruddy mar- 
gining to the feathers; the head, neck, and under parts are 
also tinged with vinaceous more than with green; and the red- 
dish-purple gloss (especially about the lower part of the neck 
behind, where it contrasts abruptly with the ashy of the back) 
is considerably more brilliant. Sexes nearly alike. It is alto- 
gether a handsomer bird than that of Malabar, from which 
Strickland thought it sufficiently distinct. A mountain species, 
with the habits of other Cushats. ‘Their nests are formed on 
lofty trees. Ihave seen a nest with only one egg, as large as 
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that of a domestic Pigeon. The stomach contained fruits ” 
(Kelaart). 


Macropyeta MAcruRA (Gmelin); Pl. Enl. 329. 

Tail more than half of the entire length. Upper parts cin- 
namon-coloured ; throat white; breast vinaceous-red; rest of 
lower parts reddish-white ; tail-feathers tipped with white. This 
little-known species is stated by Bonaparte to inhabit Ceylon, 
and not Senegal (Consp. Av. 1857, ii. p. 57) ; it has not been 
observed by British naturalists in the island, and its occurence 
there is much in need of confirmation. No Macropygia is known 
on the mainland of India, save M. tusalia in the South-eastern 
Himalaya; but M. ruficeps, Temm., has been received from 
Mergui; and M. rufipennis, nobis, is a fine species from the 
Nicobar Islands (akin to M., phasianella of Australia and New 
Guinea). The Cissa ornata of Ceylon is, however, similarly 
isolated, having geographically no nearer representative than 
C. venatoria of the South-eastern Himalaya and Indo-China. 


36. GALLUS sTANLEY!, Gray ; Hardwicke, Ill. Ind. Zool. pi. 43, 
fig. 2; G. lineatus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi. pp. 221, 387; G. lafa- 
yettii, Lesson, Tr. d’Orn. p. 491; O. des Murs, Icon. Orn. pl. 18. 

The Jungle-fowl of Ceylon is more nearly akin to the widely 
diffused G. ferrugineus than to G. sonnerati of the Indian Penin- 
sula; but the hen resembles that of the latter, from which it is 
conspicuously distinguished by the broad, barred markings of 
the secondaries, which again approximate it to the hen of G. va- 
rius of Java. The cock has a yellow comb with a red edge, 
and the cheeks and wattles (as I remember them in the living 
bird) are chiefly yellow; which, again, is an approximation to 
G. varius. Legs buff-yellow. The comb is less deeply cut than 
in the wild G. ferrugineus, its edge being less minutely cre- 
nellated than in G. sonnerati ; whereas the comb of G. varius has 
its margin plain or entire. The three wild species with hackled 
nuchal plumes have the single comb and two distinct lateral 
wattles of most domestic poultry, the Æ. javanicus having no 
lateral wattles ; but the gular skin is developed as in a Guan 
(Penelope), and as is likewise seen in one extraordinary breed of 
domestic silky fowls in China, which, moreover, has also an 
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entire or uncut comb, and some blue colour on thé cheeks! 
But this curious domestic race has the hackled ruff of all do- 
mestic poultry, and not the broad-feathered (Thaumalia-like) 
ruff of G. varius*. “The Jungle-fowl,” writes Mr. E. L. La- 
yard, “is abundant in all the uncultivated portions of Ceylon, 
but particularly so in the northern and north-western provinces” 
(Cf. Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1853, xi. p. 232, and 1854, xiv. p. 62). 
With regard to the speckled eggs of this species, I may remark 
that I have several times obtained very much speckled eggs of do- 
mestic fowls in Bengal, and have noticed them to occur commonly 
in the Chinese Shanghai breed, which are very like feather-legged 
Dorkings, and have the same anomalous second hind-toe. Mr. 
Layard observes, “ The young, when just hatched, resemble 
young chickens,” as do also those of other Jungle-fowl. This I 
mention because in certain domestic fowls which are widely 
diffused over the hot parts of Asia (and not otherwise remark- 
able) the chickens are naked, or nearly so, till almost half-grown. 
Some of these were doubtless introduced into the Spanish 
colonies of South America probably from the Philippines, and 
succeeded better than the previous stock, which I take to be the 
true explanation of the assumed phenomenon cited as a sup- 
posed proof of climatal influence in Prichard’s work on Man. 
The wild Jungle-fowl are inhabitants of hot countries, and are 
clad with down when hatched, like all other wild Gallinacea. 


37. GALLOPERDIX BICALCARATA, Forster, Ind. Zool. (1781) 
p. 25; Tetrao zeylonensis, Gmel. S. N. (1788), p. 759; Gallo- 
perdiæ zeylonensis, Gould, B. As. part vi. pl. 

This is the finest of the three species, all of which are tigured 
in successive plates by Mr. Gould. It is known to Europeans, 
writes Mr. Layard, under the various denominations of “ Spur- 
fowl,” ‘“ Double-spurred Partridge,” and “ Kandy Partridge,” 


* A cock bred from a Chinese silky fowl of this race and an ordinary 
domestic hen had the feathers but slightly silky, and an ordinary incised 
red comb and wattles, like the common breed of silky fowls. My late 
friend Mr. Frith received the parent cock here noticed from China, as 
“a strange kind of Eagle;” and, curiously enough, Strickland sent me a 
description of an anomalous kind of Eagle in China, which I was able at 
once to identify as the particular race of domestic silky fowl in question. 
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being an inhabitant of the central, southern, and south-western 
provinces. “The wretched figure of a ‘ Rail,’” he continues, 
“in Brown’s ‘Illustrations, is, I am certain, meant for a female 
of this species. Mr. Strickland agreed with me in thus think- 
ing.” He adds many details of habits (Ann. & Mag. N. H. 
1854, xiv. pp. 105, 106). 


38. TURNIX PUGNAX, var. 

It appears that there are two varieties in Ceylon, —one abun- 
dant throughout the flat northern half of the island, which agrees 
with that of India generally; the other with a more deeply 
cinnamon-coloured abdominal region, which is as common in 
the south, and perhaps may be met with in the mountainous 
parts of South India. 


39. GORSACHIUS MELANOLOPHUS (Raffles), Tr. Linn. Soc. xiii. 
p- 326 (juv.) ; Ardea goisagi, Temm. (Vide anted, p. 173, note.) 

A Bittern-like bird, with the short neck and also the toes of 
a Nycticoraz. This very widely distributed species has not 
yet been recorded from the mainland of India; but a specimen 
was obtained in the island of Ramri (Arakan), and it is riot 
uncommon in Malayana and the Philippine Islands. Mr. La- 
yard “procured two or three specimens of this curious bird 
about Colombo in the month of November 1852. The natives 
were quite ignorant of it, and while I had one alive in my house 
came in great numbers to see it. Its eyes were oblong, the 
pupil surrounded by a light yellow iris, darkening into a green- 
ish yellow on the outside [gu. denoting immaturity?]. The 
cere of the bill greenish, legs and back dark green, claws 
yellow” (Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1854, xiv. p. 114). Its manners 
and attitudes, as described by Mr. Layard, were quite those of 
any species of Botaurus or Ardetta, squatting and puffing out 
the plumage, with bill pointed upward ready for a sudden 
strike. 


40. TRINGA ALBESCENS, Temm., was noticed by Mr. Swinhoe 
in the Colombo Museum (Ibis, 1864, p. 420). 


41. Porzana zEYLANICA (Gmelin); Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxi. 
p. 353. 
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A Ceylon specimen is described by Dr. Jerdon (B. Ind. in. 
p. 725), and the Orissa race (P. amauroptera, nobis) indi- 
cated. ‘These birds arrive in the south of Ceylon in great 
numbers in the months of October and November, coming in 
with the first northerly wind which blows (whence their Dutch 
name) [“ Nordewind” |. They drop exhausted, as if from a long 
flight, in the streets and houses, and conceal themselves till 
recovered from their fatigues. I found one in the well of my 
carriage, another in the folds of the gig apron, and a third in a 
shoe under my bed! The irides are of a lovely yellow and 
carmine blended, the yellow forming a circle nearest the pupil. 
Some eggs were given me by a native as the eggs of this bird, 
which were precisely similar in all respects, save that of size, to 
those of the Gallinula phenicura. Axis 13 lines, diam. 10 lines ” 
(Layard, tom. cit. p. 267). Of course these birds must have 
migrated from the mainland of India; but still they differ from 
the Orissa race already mentioned. 

Mr. Layard remarks that, in Ceylon, “ Birds seem to lay in 
an unseasonable manner: I have obtained nests with eggs in 
every month. The small change of temperature and the un- 
marked character of the summer and winter, so to speak, of the 
tropics [or rather of the medial intertropical belt and its vicinity] 
are also carried out in animated nature within the same limit. 
I cannot at the moment remember any marked instance of 
migration [he had perhaps not then known that of Porzana 
zeylonica], except that of the common swallow, which appears 
in September, and of Spias glaucippe and all the species of the 
genus Callidryas among butterflies; these, in the months of 
April and May, may be seen in thousands, flying from west to 
cast: the natives will tell you that they all go to Adam’s Peak, 
there to die at the shrine of Buddhu. * * * 

« It is difficult to draw the line between those birds which 
actually leave the island and those that only change their 
residence to breed or procure abundance of food. All the ducks, 
I believe, are migratory (except perhaps the little Nettapus coro- 
mandelianus, Gmel.) [and Dendrocygna arcuata] ; they arrive at 
Pt. Pedro about October and November, but much depends on 
the lateness of the season, and some species are not found at 
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any time in the southern portions of the island. Again, the 
Gulls and Terns are undoubtedly migratory, some partially, 
some totally ; but where to draw the line? I have often entered 
a species in my list as ‘totally, when, going on government 
service to another part of the island, out of the influence of the 
monsoon, lo and behold my ‘totally migratory species? was 
quietly fishing away, unconscious of all the perplexity it was 
giving me!! However, I never found the nests of them in the 
island. They may breed in the rocks round Trincomalee” (Ann. 
& Mag. N. H. 1853, xi. pp. 227, 228). He obtained, however, 
an egg of Dromas ardeola, or which he believed to have been of 
that species. 

It may here be noticed that Batrachostomus moniliger was 
described by Dr. Jerdon (B. India, i. p. 189) from a Ceylon 
specimen, though there can be little doubt that the species 
inhabiting the peninsula of India will prove ideutical. 

Rejecting the admitted varieties of Indian species (and also 
the dubious Macropygia), there remain 37 species or races of 
birds observed in Ceylon which have not hitherto been noticed 
elsewhere ; but ten of these are especially akin to as many Indian 
forms :— 


Loriculus edwardsi to L. vernalis. 
Athene castanoptera = A. radiata. 
Megaluma zeylanica 3 M. caniceps. 
Malacocercus striatus m M. bengalensis. 
Pomatorhinus melanurus ,, P. horsfieldi. 
Alcippe nigrifrons 5 A. atriceps. 
Drymæca valida Pr D. sylvatica. 
Dicrurus minor A D. macrocercus. 
D. leucopygialis r D. cærulescens. 
Palumbus torringtoni A P. elphinstoni. 


These, as others in a higher degree, may be regarded as local 
specializations; but the curious fact still remains, that Mulaco- 
cercus striatus is much more closely akin to the Bengal species 
of its genus than to any of those inhabiting the Indian penin- 
sula. One species only, Brachypteryx (?) palliseri, is known from 
a single specimen only, probably female ; and Cisticola homalura 
may be considered as somewhat doubtful at present. The only 
peculiar generic form is Phenicopheus (as distinct from Nanclo- 
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stomus); while among the numerous species peculiar to the 
peninsula of India with Ceylon the only restricted generic form 
is Ochromela, which is common to the grassy summits of the 
Nilgiris and the most elevated parts of the island. It will be 
remarked that nearly all of the peculiarly Cinghalese species be- 
long (as might be expected) to the mountainous portion of the 
island, the Jungle-fowl being the most striking exception ; while 
certain others are specially common to the mountains of Ceylon 
and those of Southern India (more especially the Malabar ghats), 
increasing in number southward. The small Chat-flycatcher 
(Ochromela nigrorufa) already noticed is a remarkable instance, 
as keeping to the highest altitudes exclusively ; and the same is 
likely to prove true of the fine large Nilgiri Tree-Pipit (P7- 
pastes montanus), which does not yet appear to have been ob- 
served in Ceylon. That Myiophonus horsfieldi (or a specialized 
representative of this bird) has not been observed in the island ` 
is worthy of notice; but I have before expressed an opinion 
that the higher regions of Ceylon have not yet been sufficiently 
explored, nor the southernmost hill-districts of the mainland of 
India. Still a Myiophonus is not at all a likely bird to have 
been overlooked ; nor a Bulbul of the division Otocompsa, repre- 
sentative of O. jocosa, which is so conspicuous an inhabitant of 
the mainland of India generally south of the Himalaya. 


Further Addenda to the Commentary on Dr. Jerdon’s 
‘ Birds of India’ *. 


79. ATHENE CUCULOIDES. 

Mr. Gurney has called my attention to certain distinctions 
observable in a Japanese race supposed hitherto to be this species. 
The tail has only six narrow white bars, one terminal and 
another of them at the extreme base of the feathers, so that four 
only remain to constitute the conspicuous barring of the rec- 
trices; the markings of the wing-primaries and secondaries are 
also fewer and further apart than in the common Himalayan 
bird. In India the latter is quite peculiar to the Himalaya, 
whereas in Burma the race considered hitherto as identical 


* Vide antea, pp. 183-185. 
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extends down to the level of the sea-shore; a pair had their 
abode in the verandah of Col. Phayre’s residence in Rangoon. 
This Indo-Chinese bird requires now to be compared with the 
Japanese race, which latter seems to be sufficiently distinct to 
warrant the application of a new name ; and I therefore propose 
to designate it Athene Whiteleyi. Except in the comparative 
fewness of the markings upon the flight-feathers of the wings, 
and more especially the rectrices, it entirely resembles the 
AA, cuculoides. The Chinese species hitherto referred to A. 
Cuculoides is probably identical with that of Japan. 


CERTHIA FAMILIARIS, Linn. 

Mr. Gould has an example undoubtedly of this species from 
the Western Himalaya, presented to him by the person who 
shot it. 


Lanius ISABELLINUS, Hemprich & Ehrenberg. 
A specimen was procured by the late Dr. Gould in Sindh, as 
noticed by Lord Walden (p. 224, anted). 


488. SAXICOLA OPISTHOLEUCA. 
It does not sufficiently appear (Ibis, 1867, p. 14) that I 
regard this bird as distinct from S. leucuroides. 


722, EUSPIZA LUTEOLA. 
I have before noticed the song of this bird (p. 184, anteà). 
Lord Lilford remarks that the allied Æ. melanocephala “ has an 
agreeable song ” (Ibis, 1860, p. 139). 


Arboricola charltoni (p. 160, antea). Erase the words “ Tenas- 
serim Mountains.” 


MALACORTYX SUPERCILIARIS, nobis; Rollulus superciliosus, 
J. E. Gray, “ Knowsley Menagerie,” Aves, pl. xvi. 

Of this fine Quail, heretofore only known from a pair, male 
and female, in the Derby Museum of Liverpool, which were said 
to have been brought from India, two examples were shot from 
a flock passing overhead in the vicinity of Mussooree in un- 
usually cold weather, one of which was given to Colonel l Estrange, 
of the Royal Artillery, who has kindly submitted the specimen 
to my inspection. It is a true Quail, of peculiar generic form ; 
and Mr. Gould intends to figure the species in his ‘ Birds of 
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Asia? At the present time so fine a species is quite an un- 
expected addition to the list of Indian game-birds. 


978. Larus Fuscus will, I strongly suspect, prove identical 
with L. fuscescens (antea, p. 176). 


XVIIIl.—The Avifauna of the Andaman Islands. By R.C. 
Beavan, Capt. Bengal Staff Corps, C.M.Z.S. 


In the Appendix to Dr. Monat’s ‘ Adventures and Researches 
amongst the Andaman Islands’ published in 1863, Mr. Blyth 
gives a resumé of what was then known of the fauna of the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. But since that date our 
knowledge of the bird class, more especially of those islands, 
has been considerably added to by the exertions of Colonel 
R. C. Tytler, a gentleman well known to science asa naturalist, 
and whose tenure of office at Port Blair, the Convict Settlement 
of the Andamans, gave him many opportunities of adding to 
the list of their birds. This information he has been kind 
enough to place at my disposal, and I therefore intend in the 
following pages to record his notes, with his initials appended, 
as well as to enumerate all the species of birds known to have 
been found on those islands up to the present time. 

In several instances I have also quoted Mr. Blyth’s descriptions 
of new species (which are much scattered through various 
volumes of the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal) so as 
to render this paper as complete as possible. 


l]. HÆMATORNIS CHEELA (Latham). Crested Serpent-Kagle. 

This, as well as the next species, is tolerably common. A live 
specimen was sent from Port Blair by Col. Tytler to Mr. Grote, 
of Calcutta, and mistaken by the latter, it appears, for one of his 
new species, under which impression it was, I believe, forwarded 
to England. 


2. Hamatornis ELGINI, Tytler. Elgin’s Serpent-Eagle. 

This fine new species was discovered by Col. Tytler on the 
Andamans, and named by him after the late Lord Elgin, then 
Governor-General of India. It was originally described in the 


